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Dan Baker: Lions' ascot
kept up a family tr dition
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Following in his father's paw
prints, Dan Baker helped con-
tinue William Baker's role as
the Detroit Lions' official mas-
cot when the latter died in 1960.

The elder Baker had been
the team's mascot since its ar-
rival in Detroit from Ports-
mouth, Ohio, in 1934.

After their father's death,
Dan Baker and his brother, Wil-
liam, alternated the role of the
mascot at all home games,
which were then played at Ti-
. ger Stadium. ,

Dan assumed full-time duty
when the team moved to the
Pontiac Silverdome for the 1975
. season, and his three young
sons alternated accompanying
him on the sidelines as the small
Lion cub.

Mr. Baker died Friday at the
Manor of Novi after an extend-
ed battle with Alzheimer's. The
longtime Novi resident was 69.

"He was the perfect gUy for
the job because he was fun-lov-
ing, upbeat and enjoyed people,

L--~~- ~~~-----------------------------------------~=-~~~

said Anita Lawton, a longtime
companion. "He especially
loved mingling with the fans in
the seats, taEdng to the kids
and posing fur pictures with
them."
. Born in Detroit, Mr. Baker

graduated from
Dearborn High
School in 1957
and worked as .an
ccount manager
\}'ith Alliance
Shippers Inc., a
l~cal trucking
firm.

"Football was
a passion and he

wanted to continue his father's
legacy, which i why he took the
job," said Lawton. "He certainly
wasn't in it for he money."

A Free Press article in 1991
reported that l.M:r.Baker's fa-
ther was paid $35 per game by
the Detroit Lions to serve as
mascot and that he had later re-
ceived a $15 increase.

Dan Baker retired from the
mascot job in 1995.

Survivors include sons Dan-
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When he appeared as the Detroit
Lions' mascot, Dan Baker would
bring along one of his three young
sons to play the small Lion cub.

iel, Brian and Kenneth.
No services were held. His

body was cremated. .
Memorial donations can be

made to the Alzheimer's Asso-
ciation, 20300 Civic Center
Drive, Suite 100, Southfield
48076.
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